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Video Analysis
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the video, Beyond F.A.T. City: A Look-Back, a Look Ahead—A Conversation about Special Education, Richard D. Lavoie highlights the problems and ideas of the learners with learning disabilities in the education system. In the video, Richard Lavoie defines fairness by using several examples, he says that a child can define fairness as every person getting the same thing. Richard Lavoie believes that the true definition of fairness is every child receiving what they require. This is because every child has different needs, hence their expectations and learning patterns are different. The society believes that fairness is buying your son lipstick because you bought your daughter lipstick. It is unacceptable to believe that fairness is equal treatment rather than identical treatment. Richard Lavoie claims that fairness in classrooms can be practiced by teachers by creating an environment where students do not feel isolated (Lavoie).
Richard Lavoie offers advice to parents regarding fairness that they should treat their children differently. Parents must learn to recognize each child’s unique patterns of weaknesses and strengths. Parents must learn to invest a disproportionate amount of resources, time and energy when the needs of one family member are paramount. It is essential because the offended sibling will have time in future when the extra effort will be required for them in future. Parents have to effectively understand the difference between needs and want for fairness doctrine to be a success at home (Lavoie).
Richard Lavoie believes that the assumptions that people generally make on fairness lead to a lot of problems in the education system. Parents and teachers must learn the fairness doctrine in order to help students with learning disabilities. The workshop informed the audience of several techniques that are used by teachers to maximize the success of the special needs child. Special needs children require extra attention because of their learning disabilities. Teachers must admit they cannot adequately comprehend learning disability, hence they learned to give children time and a suitable environment to thrive (Lavoie).
The three key concepts in the video that were meaningful to me were Special Needs and Social Isolation, Special Needs and Friendship, and Performance Inconsistency. Learning disabled students usually grow up to become isolated people because of the social rejection and experiences that they acquired when young. Special needs children have a difficult time making and maintaining friendships because they perceive the society to be in two groups, those that make fun of them and those who don’t. It is common for disabled students to lose sync with their classmates time and time again (Lavoie).
The three concepts will affect my professional teaching career because I will recognize the challenges of handling a special needs student. It is important to accept that special needs students require positive reinforcement, care, time and resources to help them learn and behave. Punishment and competition is not a good tactic to motivate the students. Richard Lavoie believes that the parents of the special needs students should be very involved with their child’s education
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